Introduction
Members of Sonerila Roxb. (Melastomataceae) are ephemeral herb characterized by scorpioid cymes, trimerous flowers, and 3-celled inferior ovaries. The genus is with about 175 species distributed from Sri Lanka and India to the Indo-Pacific (Cellinese, 1997; Lundin & Nordenstam, 2009) , and is represented by caulescent and acaulescent species. It is the largest genus in the Sonerileae and is the only trimerous genus (except for the monotypic Stussenia Hansen and Lithobium Bong.). Clarke (1879) recognized 43 species of Sonerila. Out of the 43 species, 8 species were treated as "stemless or almost stemless species" and only 3, viz. S. wallichii, S. scapigera and S. rotundifolia were from Peninsular India. Gamble (1919) also recognized the above 3 acaulescent species among the total 13 species of Sonerila in his Flora of the Presidency of Madras. Later several workers (Fischer 1932 (Fischer , 1935 (Fischer , 1938 Nayar 1969 Nayar , 1976 Giri & Nayar. 1985a , 1985b ,1986a 1987a , 1987b 
Inter relationships
Sonerila vythiriensis is a distinct scapigerous species and resembles S. wallichii in its general habit, shape of the leaves, deeply cordate, beaked anther and shape of the capsule. The texture of leaf lamina, shape of leaf margin and tip, number of flowers in the inflorescence, structure and texture of peduncle, calyx tube and petals differentiate the new species from the latter. The new species has densely hairy long petioled leaf lamina with 4-5 pairs of lateral nerves and deeply serrate margins, up to 10 flowered inflorescence with terete, glabrous long peduncle, deep pink calyx tube without ridges, broadly oblong glabrous petals and glabrous capsule in contrast to sparsely hairy to glabrous short petioled leaf lamina with dentate margins, up to 20 flowered inflorescence with angular, glandular hairy peduncle, glandular hairy calyx tube with prominent ridges, oblong petals with 2-3 glandular hairs below, and hairy capsule of Sonerila wallichii. Diagnostic morphological characters of Sonerila vythiriensis and the related species are provided in Table 1 . Distribution, habitat and ecology: Sonerila vythiriensis grows on dripping rock crevices in evergreen forests at altitudes of 1000-1100 m a.s.l. It is known only from the evergreen forests of Vythiri-Chembra hill ranges of the Wayanad district, Kerala. Small populations of this species are distributed near the temporary rocky streams in the area. We noticed only two well separated populations, each of not more than 30 plants, one from under rocks and another one from rock crevices.The species appears with the onset of the south-west monsoon (JuneJuly).
Flowering & Fruiting:
Flowering from early July with peak in August; fruiting in August-September.
Etymology:
The specific epithet is derived from the type locality, Vythiri Ghats, Wayanad district in Kerala State, India. 
